GREATER MANCHESTER HOCKEY ACTION GROUP

REPORT FROM HOCKEY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

16th January 2006

Since our last meeting I have attended meetings in  Bury and Trafford with apologies to Stockport and Manchester as they clashed with other county meetings. As well as attending the LSYHA meeting in Southport in November where boys player pathways in Greater Manchester were discussed and a proposal is on the agenda for next Monday 23rd January 06 where I will be in attendance. The Greater Manchester Schoolgirls and Youth meeting was the week after where everything is fine but they will have a website up and running before the start of next season. Their was a regional HDO meeting in Wakefield in October and December, I attended both finding that to get up todate information is more easily understood in person than by receiving E Mails. Naomi Jones my Regional Manager has been to Greatersport twice since our last meeting to review my targets and discuss with the Chief Executive my employment and funding through England Hockey. There has been no further meetings of the NW YUAG in and I have attended a number of disability meetings re Zone Hockey in Greater Manchester as well as delivering a Zone Hockey coaches course at Denmark Road today. I had a meeting with the SDO’s from the boroughs in early December where PESSCL was one of our main topics, as well as getting people qualified to teach/coach hockey using the coach ed available and getting boroughs to put on CfT’s as is happening in Trafford and Stockport during March. 

During October half term Vicky Hirst and myself with the support of Bury Sports Development Unit agreed to pilot the new Leadership Award which now encompasses the theory of the Foundation Umpire Award and had 14 candidates on this course. The 2 days were very successful and as a consequence there is now a Leadership plus award where young candidates can log voluntary hours and gain a further Hockey Award or take up to 50 hours onto the Millenium Volunteer Scheme as well as be assessed umpiring for 15mins in a practical situation to gain the full Foundation Umpires Award as long as they passed the theory paper. I will also be selling this Award at the Step into Sport Volunteer Conference in March at the Reabok Stadium.

On Sunday Mike Hollinshead ran a Level One Umpire Course at Altrincham Girls’ Grammar School with 18 candidates and there is to be a midweek course in Bury the next 2 Monday evenings ran by Vicky for those people who find Sundays difficult. Having had discussions with Mike and Vicky it is proposed for me to write to all successful Level One umpire candidates whom have passed their theory papers since May of last year to ensure that they have got their card completed in time for a Hockey Festival May 20th/21st, 2006 at Belle Vue where as many prospective Level One candidates as possible will be able to have their assessment done! Our Junior umpire programme in Greater Manchester continues to move forward with the 8 young level one umpires still actively working towards or having gained their Level One since their Youth Games experience. With many of last years Foundation Umpires working in the Greater Manchester Junior League or the County Development Centre accessing mentoring that is on offer and now need to be put on the North Junior Umpire Programme. This means they can be allocated for North events such as the Regional Minis and Junior County games. I am hoping to see a Junior Umpire Award run in the county shortly ie 8 – 13!!

The Gk Academy which started on Monday 26th September 05 at Belle Vue has been an excellent venture and one we wish to continue throughout the year.

There have been 3 sessions with one in a fortnight’s time. Unfortunately the November session was hampered by snow but fortunately we had arranged for Simon Mason to be present to give a talk on GK equipment which went a head anyway so meant the night was not a complete write off!! We have added a session in May to compensate for the missing November session. We are also going to write to each GK prior to the January session to give contact phone nos in case of bad weather etc.. The coaches that have committed themselves to the programme have been excellent although I am disappointed that there is no female GK coach but have asked Michelle Thomas if in February she will come and do a practical demonstration along with one of the male coaches to inspire this young talent that we have in this Academy. We can only once again thank Manchester CC for their financial support to this venture and ask that they would continue to support this.

Coaches keep asking me for assistance to do Level One and Two VRQ Coaching courses but with my budget extremely limited until Dec. 06 all I can offer is a pay back scheme where any coaches that are funded do coaching work for free in recognised Greater Manchester activity such as GK Academy and Junior County. I also want to implement a tracking scheme for hockey coaches linked in with CPD within Greater Manchester starting from them first becoming qualified through one of our courses and issuing them with a registration form and encouraging them to create a port folio  - very important as Coach Licensing moves ever nearer! Also on 28th April 2006 the Greatesport coaching conference covers LTAD with svengali as the lead speaker.

The Clubs 1st support group met in September and again last week where the value of these meetings was questioned, the response was overwhelming and has given me the confidence with the knowledge that I have gained this season to continue this cycle. On Monday 20th March 06 another Clubs 1st presentation evening will be offered at Timperley HC and from that evening a new support group formed as my targets are to have at least one accreditated club in each borough for PESSCL reasons. The clubs that joined this year were encouraged to set a target date for assessment with the offer of myself going out to the club as thie drew near. Sale and Wigan HC are drawing ever nearer!  Timperley HC had a presentation evening during October to celebrate their club acquiring clubmark both for Cricket, Lacrosse and Hockey this was a super evening and is featured on the Greatersport website, having had our club development officer and Regional Hockey Manager present.  I have now completed my nominated officers training and can now assess clubs for clubmark.

Youth Games is replaced by the Greater Manchester Showcase which is scheduled for Saturday 1st July 2006 at Belle Vue with U.13/15 age groups for boys and girls 7 a side using both pitches all day. Sponsors are still being sort for individual sports or we will heave to fine £400.

I am still striving to drive Zone Hockey forwards and having had the coaching course today hope that more schools will be encouraged to enter the Schools Zone Hockey Tournament in March as well as seek to encourage multi sport disability clubs such as Jigsaw as well Hockey Clubs to offer out of school Zone Hockey as a sporting club activity.

The Junior League is half way through the season and the U.11’s were there yesterday and despite a few hic ups appears to be achieving its aims although we need to follow up clubs that have not paid and the agreed payment for the use of the pitches.

Congratulations must go to all our Greater Manchester junior hockey players whom have been selected for Regional and National squads this season all of which are mentioned on our website. The website is becoming increasingly a very powerful marketing and information tool ie www.greatersport.co.uk. Finally I must thank all of you for your continued, tireless efforts and hard work as well as your support of me in the development of Hockey in Greater Manchester. 

Penny Moorfield

Hockey Development Officer

